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Important Notice 
Our subscribers will please note the change of address indicated on the 
front cover of this issue. . We are now temporarily located at 95 Broad 
Street, New York City. 
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The Eagle 


An Act of Congress, approved April 2nd, 1792 provided ‘‘That..... 
upon the reverse of each of the gold and silver coins there shall be the figure 
or representation of an eagle with this inscription ‘United States of Ameri- 
ca’’”’. Probably an eagle was chosen because one appeared on the seal of the 
United States adopted a few years earlier, but the bird was not placed upon 





Didrachm of Elis 


the coins without considerable discussion and some opposition. One member 
of Congress suggested substituting a goose for the eagle and said that a 
goose could be used on the pieces of larger denomination and a gosling on the 
smaller. However the Act became law and all gold or silver coins of the 
United States, except certain special commemorative issues, have since borne 
an eagle, a bird always popular in numismatie design. A few specimens of 
its various appearances may be interesting. The first is a silver didrachm of 





Roman denarius of Titus 


the Grecian city of Ellis, one of the parties to the Achaean League 400 
B. C.) and shows the eagle on the reverse (No. 1). The next (No. 2) is a 
silver denarius of the Roman emperor Titus (79-81 A. D.) and was proba- 
bly struck at one of the eastern mints of the empire. These two coins by no 
means exhaust the classical examples of numismatice eagles which might be 
numbered by the hundreds, but space forbids the illustration of any others. 
In later days the famous double headed eagle of the House of Hapsburg 
appeared extensively on the coins of the several countries, provinces and 
cities over which that family has ruled at different times. One of these here 
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illustrated (No. 3) is a gold quadruple pistole of Franche Comté, issued in 
the town of Besancon, during the reign of the great German emperor Charles 
V (1535-1555). Here the imperial eagle bears on its breast a small shield 





Gold Four Pistoles of Franche Comte 


on which is emblazoned the arms of the town in which the piece was minted. 
These are themselves an eagle, outspread between two columns or pillars. 
In 1917, during the great war, Besancon, issued some emergency pieces on 
which this same coat of arms appears, but as the town is now in France, the 
Austrian two headed monster is lacking. 





The New Notes 


The numismatic event of the year, at least for Americans, has been the 
placing the small sized paper money in circulation. By the time this is print- 
ed the readers of the BuLLETIN will have become familiar with the new cur- 
rency and therefore it is not necessary for us to describe the designs on the 
various denominations nor need we make very extensive comment upon any 
phase of the issue. One of the most interesting things about the whole mat- 
ter was the intensive and intelligent propaganda by which the United States 
Treasury prepared the way for the impending change. Every resource of 
modern publicity, including the radio and the moving picture was utilized to 
let the people of the country know that on July 10th, 1929 a new form of 
paper currency would come into use. So complete was the advance infor- 
mation and so widely was it spread that there is very little to say now. It 
would have seemed that every person in the country should have been aware 
of the innovation. But on the day after the first issue the metropolitan 
papers carried the story of a New Jersey taxi cab driver who refused one of 
the small bills, because he thought it a cigar coupon. So far as we know 
this chauffeur was the only person so ignorant of current events and our own 
experience has been that the small bills pass out of our possession as readily 
and rapidly as their larger predecessors. 

One point in regard to the small bills which was in discussion could not 
be settled until they were actually in use. This was the question whether 
bank tellers and others handling large sums of currency would be able to 
work as rapidly with the small bills as with the old. A New York collector 
of paper money who was intensely interested in the subject was quite posi- 
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tive that the change in size would cause delays which could never be over- 
come. Inquiries we have made in the past week disclose that bank clerks, 
once accustomed to the small bills handle them quite as speedily as they did 
the larger ones, though of course it is generally admitted that considerable 
delay is caused when trying to handle bills of both sizes at the same time. 
Obviously this difficulty will correct itself in time. 


United States Silver Dollars 
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An Historical Coin 


One of the greatest fascinations to be found in coins is their close asso- 
ciation, often shown in their design, with the history of the country in which 
they were issued. Perhaps no coin is more interesting in this way than the 
famous denarius coined under the authority of Brutus after the assassina- 
tion of Julius Caesar, during the time that he was making his losing struggle 
against the triumvirate consisting of Caesar’s friends Mare Antony and Lepi- 
dus, and his adopted son Octavius, later the Emperor Augustus. These three 
ambitious men had assumed the government of Rome after the murder of 
the great dictator. Brutus and his friends, who had hoped by killing Caesar 
to restore the dying republicanism of the city, retired to Macedonia, of which 
province Brutus had previously been appointed governor. From here he con- 
ducted a raid into Thrace for the purpose of securing sufficient treasure to 
finance his opposition to the growing power of the triumvirate. 

As a Roman proconsul, Brutus had the legal right of coinage, and it was 
under this right that he issued the piece shown here. As he was actually in 
rebellion against the recognized Roman government of the moment, perhaps 





Silver denarius of Brutus commemorating the assassination of Julius Caesar 


there might be some question of the validity of his issue from a legal stand- 
point, but the matter is not important. Undoubtedly the coins were struck 
for the purpose of paying the troops and as a great number of them are 
. found which are plated and not of solid silver, it may be assumed that the 
Thracian expedition had not been over successful and that Brutus was not 
well supplied with the precious metal. Perhaps there was some truth in 
Shakespeare’s lines where Brutus, speaking to his fellow conspirator Cassi- 
us, says, “‘I did send to you for gold to pay my legions, which you denied 
me” (Julius Caesar, Act IV, Scene iii). 

The design on the coin tells its own story. On the obverse is a well 
modeled portrait with an inscription comprising the name of Brutus’s mon- 
eyer, Lucius Plaetorius Cestianus, in abbreviated form and BRUTUS IMP- 
(erator). As Brutus did not assume the title of ‘Imperator’ until after the 
Thracian expedition, the piece must have been issued sometime in 42 B. C. 
On the reverse are two daggers on either side of a liberty cap, symbolizing 
both the deed of Brutus and his friends and the purpose of their act. Be- 
neath is the inscription EID MAR, an abbreviation for the Latin ‘‘Hidibus 
Martiis’’ (To the Ides of March!), the date of Caesar’s murder. It was on 
this day that Brutus is reported to have said, he dedicated himself to the 
cause of the republic, but the assassination defeated its own ends and led 
directly to the firm establishment of the great Roman Empire. 
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U.S. Silver Half Dollars 
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A New Book 


Mr. M. L. Beistle of Shippensburg, Pennsylvania has long been a leader 
among American collectors. His especial interests have been United States 
silver half dollars from their first issue in 1794 to the present day. No one 
else has paid as close attention to the various varieties of this denomination 
and now he has placed the wealth of information resulting from his study at 
the disposal of other collectors by publishing ‘‘A Register of Half Dollar 
Die Varieties and Sub-varieties’’. 

This book might well serve as a model for similar works in the future. 
The material is presented clearly and in logical sequence making it singu- 
larly useful as a reference work for other collectors. Full descriptions of 
the die variations are given, yet with no loss of concise expression and the 
identification of the dies is greatly aided by the excellent illustrations. In- 
deed these are much better than are usually found where the half tone pro- 
cess of reproduction is used and Mr. Beistle is to be congratulated on the 
work both of his photographer and engraver. 

Mr. Beistle’s book is indeed a valuable contribution to the literature of 
American numismatics and we hope it will receive the hearty reception and 
wide distribution that it certainly deserves. 
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Pieces of Eight 


(Continued ) 

Out there in California was gold in ingots, gold in shapeless lumps, 
gold in dust—but no gold coins. For a time gold dust became the accepted 
medium of exchange. Then some of the assaying companies that sprang 
up like mushrooms in San Francisco decided to issue their own gold coin. 





The United States laws expressly forbade the separate states to issue money, 
but nothing was said about private companies. This strange loophole in the 
law had been taken advantage of as early as the 30’s when Georgia and 
North Carolina boasted private mints. In California the firm of Norris, 
Grieg & Norris was the first to mint private gold. This was in May, 1849, 
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but soon a number of companies were striking their own coins in denomi- 
nations ranging from five to fifty dollars. 

This went on until 1855, although the Mormons in Utah, and certain 
private firms in Colorado during the Pike’s Peak gold craze, made private 
gold coins until 1861. In 1864 the Government passed a law which put 
a stop to the practice, but by that time it was estimated that more than 
$10,000,000 worth had been minted. 

The new law further declared that private gold was no longer legal 
tender; many of the pieces were not full weight, being alloyed with silver 
and even copper. Then there was another gold rush, this time to the United 
States Mint, established in San Francisco almost simultaneously with the 
passage of the law, to turn in the worthless private coins for their equivalent 
value in legitimate United States currency. 

Hence the extreme rarity of these private issues and the high premiums 
paid for them by collectors. About 1909 a New York bank found, in a 
consignment of gold from South America, a twenty-dollar gold piece issued 
by Wass, Molitor’ & Co. in San Francisco and dated 1855. It brought $500 
at auction a few months later, and now would have probably twice that value. 

It fell to the lot of a privately issued coin to bring the record coin price 
at public auction. This piece was the Brasher doubloon, so called because 
it was issued by a New York jeweler named Ephraim Brasher, who had a 
shop on Cherry Street. It is actually the first gold coin ever minted in the 
United States, for it bears the date 1787. It is a large piece, made of pure 
gold and stamped with a crude version of the eagle and shield on one side, 
and a rising sun on the other to symbolize the birth of the new republic. 

At this time no mint was operating, and the fiscal matters of the new 
government had not been put to rights. It is therefore probable that this 
coin was designed as a pattern for a New York State copper cent, but struck 
in gold as a sample to make a better showing before the legislators to whom 
Brasher appealed for a coinage permit. Only six copies are known, the first 
having been turned up with a spadeful of dirt by a laborer working in an 
excavation in Philadelphia, and sold for a few cents. I believe that this 
same copy was the one knocked down under the hammer for $6200 at the 
Stickney sale in 1907. This high price was due rather to a contest between 
two wealthy collectors who coveted the coin than to its intrinsic value as a 
rarity. 

Pre-Revolutionary coins in America are crude samples of die cutting at 
best, but their historical value places them high in the collector’s estimation, 





Tetradrachm of Aegina. Probably the earliest of silver coins 


Deservedly the best known Colonial piece is the Pine Tree shilling, so called 
because the first examples bore on one side a rough approximation of a pine 
tree, with the words, in quaint spelling: OF MASATHUSETS. Issues made in 
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later years, but all bearing the date 1652, had an oak or willow instead of a 
pine tree, but most of the pictorial attempts are quite unrecognizable as to 
genus. It’s a tree; that is all. 

One of the most interesting things about many specimens of this coin 
is their irregular shape. At first glance one would suppose that they had 
been minted that way, but good specimens prove that they were approxi- 
mately round. The irregular edges were due to the ancient game of clipping 
the coins and saving the fragments to be melted up and sold as silver in bulk. 
Our Puritan fathers seem not to have been above this mild form of dishonesty. 
The difficulty was later obviated in part by incorporating a circle in the de- 
sign. If the coin was filed or clipped beyond the circle it was worthless. 

In his Grandfather’s Chair, Nathaniel Hawthorne spins an interesting 
yarn about the Pine Tree shilling. It seems that John Hull, master of the 
Massachusetis mint, had a daushter of marriageable age, and when a suitor 
finally courted and won her, he staged this finely dramatic scene: He placed 
the girl on one tray of a large balance scale and had his servants pour newly 
minted Pine Tree shillings into the other until the balance arm was level. 
Then the honest mint master addressed his future son-in-law: ‘“‘Take these 
shillings for my daughter’s portion, and thank heaven for her. It is not 
every wife that is worth her weight in silver.”’ We do not know how heavily 
Hawthorne was leaning on his imagination for this pretty story, but the 
records do tell us that the girl’s dowry amounted to $2500. This sum would 
have made 10,000 Pine Tree shillings, and that number would weigh 125 
pounds. A trim lass, if the tale be true. 

Another Colonial series of great interest is the Higley copper, minted 
between 1737 and 1739. John Higley was a blacksmith near Granby, Con- 
necticut, who owned a small copper mine. The British Colonial government 
forbade the smelting of copper by colonists and, of course, allowed no coins 
to be minted except under its authority. Therefore Higley’s boldness in 
making coins is doubly remarkable. He struck only copper pieces of the 
value of threepence, but produced several varieties, the rarest having as 
its chief device a wheel with the legend, THE WHEELE GOES ROUND. 
Whether this indicated his defiance of the law, or simply referred to the 
wheelwright side of his blacksmithing business, would be hard to tell. 

The supposed cupidity of dealers, even the most reputable ones, is fre- 
quently a sore point with amateurs and collectors. But it is my personal 
belief that there are no regular dealers who demand extortionate prices or 
willingly deceive a customer. To be sure, some may not be as scientifically 
accurate in their knowledge of certain issues as they might be, but the sub- 
ject is too big for one man to become an authority in all its ramifications. 
As far as prices go, it must be remembered that coins are at best a slow- 
moving commodity. Considering the dealer’s overhead and the fact that a 
coin may stay in his trays for years before just the collector who wants that 
particular piece turns up, he has a right to demand a good margin over the 
purchase price. 

Dealers have more to contend with than is usually supposed. There is 
always some dogged person who brings in a coin of a certain’ date which he 
has heard is of great value. Usually his information has neglected to say, 
if, indeed, he knew himself, that only one particular die variety or mint issue 
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of that date is valuable. Then the dealer must patiently put up with much 
noisy abuse because he will not offer a high price for a coin of practically no 
value at all. 





Youthful portrait of the Emperor Nero on a Roman gold coin. (Enlarged) 


Dates are misleading to the uninitiated in many ways. A recent issue 
of a prominent New York newspaper contained a small advertisement which 
read as follows: 


Coin dated 1335. More than 550 years old. Best offer takes it. 


The merest beginner in numismatics would know at once that this was 
impossible, because the first coin ever dated in our numerals was issued in 
1424. The coin advertised was simply a modern Mohammedan piece of North 
Africa or Asia dated in the 1335th year of the Mohammedan Era, which 
began in 622 A. D., the date of the Hegira. Therefore the 1335th year of the 
Mohammedan Era, allowing for the difference between our solar year and the 
Mohammedan lunar year, would be 1917 in the Christian Era. The adver- 
tiser thought in all good faith that an ancient coin had miraculously come 
into his hands, whereas it was barely ten years old. 

The first coin actually dated in a year of the Christian Era was struck 
by the Crusaders in 1251 A. D., but the inscription and date were both 
written out in Arabic, the coin bearing no numerals. Roman imperial coins 





Older portrait of Nero (HMnlarged) 


frequently indicated the date by a reference to the year of the emperor’s 
power—for example, TR. P. VI. COS. IIII, meaning the fourth consulship 
and the sixth tribuneship of Nero, which other records tell us was 59-60 A. D. 

The practice of signing coins with the name of the designer began 
thousands of years ago. The silver decadrachm of Syracuse, which is usually 
conceded to be the most beautiful coin ever made, was minted about 410 B. 
C. and bore the names of Kimon or Evainetos, both engravers in the 
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Syracusan mint. Many other coin issues since have been signed, and now 
that the tempest over the Lincoln penny has subsided, all American coins 
bear the initials of the artist. 

Victor D. Brenner, the distinguished medalist, was much criticized when 
the Lincoln penny was first issued in 1909. The artist’s perfectly natural 
act of signing his work was treated by some as an attempt at publicity. 
Finally new dies were prepared and the remainder of the 1909 issue as well 
as the issues of all subsequent dates were minted without the offending 
initials. 

It was entirely excusable for the public to be ignorant of the ancient 
and dignified precedents for the signing of coins. Most people had never 
seen a signed piece and it wouldn’t have made a bit of difference if they had. 
Lincoln, not Brenner, was being honored by this new coin, and so on. But 
the self-appointed critics quite overlooked a more contemporary precedent. 
‘The fact was that the Indian-head penny, the very coin superseded by the 





Piece cut from a Spanish dollar for circulation as a quarter dollar in Louisiana. 
The original “Two Bits” 


Lincoln design, had been signed ever since it was first minted in 1860. If 
you will look on the obverse side of a good copy, among the ends of ribbon 
on the feathered headdress you will find the letter L, indicating that Mr. 
Longacre, once chief engraver of the mint, was responsible for the design. 

Mr. Brenner is no longer alive to fight for his rights, but subsequent 
sculptors have all signed their coins, Fraser on the buffalo nickel, Weinman 
on the dime and fifty-cent piece, MacNeil on the quarter, and De Francisci 
on the peace dollar. Saint-Gaudens had signed the twenty-dollar gold 
piece before the Lincoln penny was issued, but that particular coin was hardly 
calculated to give him too much free publicity. 

When the mint stops issuing a new coin to change the design a howl 
usually goes up that it was withdrawn because it would not stack. This has 
been said of the buffalo nickel and of the Saint-Gaudens twenty-dollar gold 
piece. But the fact remains that no coin has ever been issued from the 
United States Mint that won’t stack. Saint-Gaudens’ design was changed 
because it was found that the relief was so high that the coin wore badly. 
With gold, serviceability is important, for when a precious metal wears off 
the coin’s value in weight is decreased. Unscrupulous persons have devised 
various methods of sweating gold to get more than its full value, such as 
shaking coins in thick bags and then burning the bag to melt down the 
particles, or placing them in baths of acid. 

Weight has always been of prime importance in coinage. There have 
been times in the history of numismatics when money talked and meant just 
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what it said. The Roman libra was actually a pound of bronze made up 
into one coin. The English pound sterling, and the sign used to indicate 
—£—is a reminiscence of this Latin word for pound. The Swedish eight 
daler was a piece of copper measuring one foot by: two feet four inches, and 
weighing thirty-one pounds! 

But very few coins today are worth their actual weight in metal, except 
gold, which, of course, is the standard. Our silver is worth just half its face 
value. For a few years the United States issued gold pieces worth actually 
more than their face value, but this was due to a sudden change in the ratio 
between gold and silver. Some of these early half eagles were worth $5.25, 





Portrait of Mark Antony on a coin issued by him in Egypt. (Enlarged) 


which accounts for their great rarity; they were melted up for their metal 
value. 

The largest and finest general collections are undoubtedly in the national 
museums in London, Paris, Berlin, Vienna and Leningrad. The Bibliotheque 
Nationale collection, started by Louis XIV’s gift of his own specimens, con- 
tains some of the finest ancient and medieval coins in the world. Much of 
Louis’ collection is still in the original morocco-leather trays made especially 
for it. To obtain the leather, a special treaty had to be signed with Mo- 
rocco, then on hostile terms with France. It is only recently that some of 
the original trays have been discarded and new ones made to take their 
place. 

The Russian imperial collection in the Hermitage in Leningrad is very 
fine also, and coin collectors all over the world trembled for its fate when the 
Red Revolution came in 1919. But there was a special providence watching 
over it, for Lunacharsky, the Soviet Commissioner for Public Instruction, 
happened to be a coin enthusiast, and one of his first official acts was to 
place guards at the Hermitage in order that it should not be molested. 

About a year ago I was talking with Theodore Reinach, the famous 
French numismatic authority. He gave it as his opinion that the United 
States buffalo nickel is the finest coin being minted in the world at the 
present day from every point of view: Artistic excellence, serviceability and 
appropriateness to the issuing country. 

Indeed, the buffalo nickel is a not inconsiderable work of art. If you 
don’t believe it, put it under a magnifying glass or, if you are in New York, 
stoop down in back of one of the Subway or L turnstiles and look at it 
through the large lens installed on these machines to detect substitutions. 
The design is bold and simple, sufficiently high in relief to be striking, but 
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devoid of the finicky detail which makes so many designs lose their effective- 
ness when worn thin by circulation. It was modeled by the distinguished 
American sculptor, James Earle Fraser. His initial—a small F—is under 
the date. 





Portrait of Cleopatra on coin illustrated above 


The finest private collection of classical coins in America belongs to 
Mr. E. T. Newell, president of the American Numismatic Society, who is 
among the world’s foremost authorities on Greek and Roman coins. A 
private collector such as Mr. Newell deserves infinitely more credit for the 
accuracy and completeness of his collection than does a state museum, which 
receives many bequests and has the services of numerous experts over long 
periods of years. Mr. Newell is a man still in his thirties, and is a living 
refutation of the general belief that a numismatist wears a long beard and 
has one foot in the grave. 

In Europe one of the most distinguished students of numismatics is 
King Victor Emmanuel III of Italy. His work on Italian coins is said to be 
the last word on the subject. Enrico Caruso, the tenor, owned a fine collec- 
tion, which was sold shortly after his death. He bought nothing but gold 
pieces. 

America has several fine public collections. The museum of the Ameri- 
can Numismatic Society in New York houses several splendid coin series 
and one of the best displays of military medals and decorations in the world 
There are excellent collections also in the National Museum in Washington, 
the State Library at Hartford, Connecticut; the Western Reserve Historical] 
Society in Cleveland, the Municipal Museum in Rochester, the Museum of 
Fine Arts in Boston, the Fine Arts Museum in Newark, New Jersey, and the 
Omaha Public Library. The last named is particularly interesting for its 
Americana, 
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Questions and Answers 


West Haven, Conn. The coins of which you sent rubbings are as follows:— 


I. Brazil, 80 reis. 
II. Russia, 3 kopecks. 
III. Rubbing too indistinct for positive identification. Apparently a coin 
of the Netherlands. 
IV. Great Britain, % penny. 
V. France, 1 sou. 
VI. Russia, 1 kopeck. 
VII. Denmark, 2 ore. 
VIII. Norway, 10 ore. 


Providence, R. I. Tokens are coins issued for use aS money by private or 
semi-public authority when, for some reason, the regular coinage has 
been interrupted or has not been sufficient to meet the needs of business. 
During the American Civil War large numbers of one cent tokens were 
issued by private individuals and firms. During the Great War many 
tokens were issued by local Chambers of Commerce and Merchants’ 
Associations. There have been token issues in all parts of the world 
during periods of emergency. 


Pasadena:—It is true that the issues of United States gold coin during sev- 
eral years in the early part of the nineteenth century were over weight 
and worth more than their face value as bullion. Naturally such pieces 
disappeared from circulation and were melted up. Consequently they 
are rare now, some of them exceedingly so, such as the 1822 half eagle. 


Buffalo, N. Y. The technical numismatic name for the fine lines on the edge 
of a coin is ‘‘reeding’’ not ‘‘milling’’ which is often incorrectly used. 


Los Angeles: The only gold fifty dollar pieces ever issued by the United 
States were the commemorative pieces struck in connection with the 
Panama-Pacific Exposition. These were all of the same design but were 
made in two varieties, round and octagonal. A large number of them 
remained unsold when the affairs of the exposition were wound up and 
Were returned to the Mint and melted up. Consequently both varieties. 
are now scarce especially the round. 
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J.B. T. All varieties of the Pine Tree shillings, including the socalled oak 
and willow tree pieces are dated 1652 though actually many of them 
were struck in subsequent years. 


Boston. 


The earliest Chinese coins were cast not die struck and the more 


precious metals, gold and silver were not used for regular issues of 
Chinese coins until after the establishment of the Chinese Republic. 


L. M. Boston, The first English coins issued in India were struck by authori- 


ty of the British East India Company. 
ganization granted 


The charter of this famous or- 
it the right of coinage for trading purposes and 


also the company acted as fiscal agent for some of the native rulers in 
India and struck coins under authority delegated from them. 


Ancient Gold 


Cosos in Lucania, Stater, Brutus Between 2 Lictors Eagle to left ....$15.00 
Ome, VAMITOUM. OL ATCACUIUG.. < vc. canny re sua a ween ie ere aera ca ae eres 7.50 
ROMe, Aureus. Of (CONSTANCIUS Wa GU wre sand ey eer eran ares eee ees 10.00 
Rome, Aureus of Constans I. 2 Victories standing, Cohen 88 ....... 12.0 
Rome -AUreusiol Constantine Tl aoc sae acs ace renee tetany © or cane ete 11.03 
Rone, Aureus.ot Titus:,.Cow to Tlelte. co ee ee ee ee eee 15.00 
Rome, Aureus of Valens: Victory s6ated 59... 0... ee ee 8.50 
Rome, Aureus of Valens. Emperor Standing. Cohen 36 ............ 11.50 
Rome, Aureus of Valentinian I Emperor & Valens Seated, Cohen 67 .. 12.50 
Rome, Aureus of Valentinian I Emperor Standing. Cohen 32 ....... 20.00 
Home; AUTSUS OL Valentina soc cee el ee re 10.00 
Rome, Aureus of Valentinian III Seated. Cohen 4 ................ 12.00 
Rome, Aureus of Jovianus! Coben ss: ooh: syle serra nine a ee 1.00 
KOme, Aureus OL MOnmorius. Conen 44 .7 26). sae Ce oe Lis 0H 
Pontus, Sauromates I Rev. Hadrian, to right. Electrum. Stater ..... 12.50 
Pontus, Rescouporis III Rev. Alexander Severus, to right. Electrum 

SN) ee re en eas ae we tes, San ye OP oN e ee one 12.50 
Pontus, Rescouporis III Rev. Elagabalus, to right. Blectrum. Stater .. 12.50 
Thrace, Stater B, C, 323-281 Lysimachus. Obv. Head of Alexander. 

Rev. Athens ‘seated. Wt. ‘$250. erams) ..) 0. Gin) ea eee ee 38.50 
Macedonia, Stater B. C. 359-336 Philip II. 'M. M. Trident .......... 25.00 
Carthage, B. C. 410-310 Stater. Electrum. Obv. Persephone, Rev. Horse 10.00 
Byzantine, Solidus, Cupped Shaped. Michael Ducas. Holed ......... 6.50 
Byzantine, Constantine III. Solidus. Small thick coin. Sabatier XXXII 15.00 
Byzantine, Mauritius Tiberius. Solidus. Sabatier XXIV, 10 ......... 12.50 
Byzantine. Constantine Til. «Solidua 5.21. ie sn) ee te ee eee 15.00 
Byzantine; Anastasius 7. Trémissis #9-50-s ALD, 25 eed ee 6.00 
Byzantine, Constantine III. Solidus 641-668 Sobatier XXIXII ....... 10.00 
Byzantine, Constantine) VII; Solidug:. .; 27... flee oe ee ee 12).50 
Byzantine, Constantine TV.) SOldus se > seen ee ae eee 12. 60 
Byzantine: Justinusg. Lis Solidts \-... «0a als see sere oe eee 12.50 
BYZantine, - USNs. le - SOLUS soy c- nls iaalecele tole ss eter cte oe eeetat nena tne 12:50 
Byzantine, Leon ysoldugeass-. oe te er unt cern 8.50 
Byzantine, Mocasolidtta. 0%. <4 oes tere re cas es ee ear ee SOO 


1836 
1837 
1838 
1842 
18438 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1851 
1852 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1854 
1854 
1856 
1857 


1881 
1883 
1884 
1886 
1888 
1890 
1889 
1896 
LSO7 
1898 
1899 
1902 
1904 
1906 
1907 


1857 
1874 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1888 
1889 
1890 
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U.S. Gold 

OUAMLOR PALLET ICH AOU, eMEUIRO: gare decides Sy cre aieoul© dos te O46 er yrecs $ 5.00 
Chitnrrar Heelies (pecO Oi, MING) oo. vie Bos onensse nem aeeias, ghee A Soe 6.00 
OUVartet Harle.(seco0). Cr mint. KINO. 5%. in «sss cteelw see at 10.00 
SRC cers MAP me sO Olea Oh MNLIRE Vin Cre occ hs usin alee pleats 7.50 
Cirarcusr Haeie (je. 0s .O? mint, * Good: 1.4005) oecaeea es 4.50 
GOraris: Meee s¢ho.oU jee OY ImMInt Anne 12028 ea. Oh oe eee 40.00 
Caiptter Hake (aesoUler wi MInt. DING: 94.5% gincsce ds wie dau 7...b0 
Ouvsrier MariGaCn eo jie gl) WIG ING 62 Si aus a te cs sie ce 7. pO 
QUADCEISatsS le wt ye OO Cs sac. Ve By pega sis + ersus des ae pes YL 
Quarter Eagle ($2.50). CAL over eagle. Fine ............ 45.00 
Qiarter Hasies(s2.00 5, ~C* smint. Wine. 5 eis oe b els ees 10.00 
CTE LeU La hers eye MU ETUC borg ciny- ie gle oe Fever er wits A oars Suis 34S fa ene 4.50 
Oar Hae lem nc Ul) ae WING: 5 geet ss auld 6 eon w 5, 9 Weee a eke Oe gets 4.50 
irarter Marie (s2.00). “DD” mint. Wine 2....0.s.0.0.5 ase 20.00 
Crartene Paclep (pia Ulie Bim coral. e hyeceh el Kuevs ww ee a ethan Rie wens 4.50 
CuarlernMatlea | oe Oyee ston lb. VGOOU! fcc eas son's oe bes fimoal, 
Quarters hagie (s2-50)), “Oe mint, wine: 2. so. aw wns oe wp ee we 5.00 
QUAL. AIS we oO WINGe oi. = 6 = Roe Ste. cs bus gs w Qe ee eae 4.50 
APU EUT COM t et LES mine eh eee NIL eA sgn 'y ytd ena ¥ wie wie wis! eho hc 4.50 
CFE P Lsk: tae Le (mee ler mA UNLEN ae cob nc ore elec aiaccte Ris Silo sa dale se sigs 6.50 

U.S. Gold Proofs 
CIDEUE Cede pred crete PUN C Lege ccm oye ce Sig rps Me SEN 5 oc "eis eel a iale Vo 11/9 fe 9 he 15.09 
PAL bSks Pee miST OL rar were gk eee lect aoa) Lares © Harty aie e/a are enters 10.00 
CUTE Ura rye CNW DOKI RN eee el ce ch TC ola nk, why. Shan Sok) eles Sle wets. wa 10.09 
(opie dn icar al GIA Nes GIES totais endef cesar ic alee ae tee Aik eee ear ieee TO 
Crary lm MEE AA fa cheat wie a tay) is Bi, «x ns wd Sen ee Oe 7.50 
Owvantete Cate Geb OO tacts s srapeusie oes <,isteets e aueiie @ ss) ore wes ee 7.50 
CURED UG tee LCE Lem ert OOM rete he rcianna st Guide enn) atau ene sles eo euSi'svie nts tw ve eee oO 
CMA RUSI MAOlG. TE MO Otem re. vit sie ie.s Geka ok: Sate a noe we a ne a oye Welw ees G00 
(oN a Mine iA ELE oT CO) Legere pee eae AO eee eles ayia) atshs.s 8a! e/a touiel x, ana (eh SIs 6.50 
Coins Ole Male Se lOO et re aletlsneridl eee derma ery haha e) das Wet eye onal ate 6.50 
Citic Cem ree en TOOiy ate yr aaytets Gul soe canes Se ote ce ehelpiel align sua adie es 6.50 
emreee> Mabie. PROC CA o's, 63 a Gane aha ke Wks aie ge ke S 5.50 
Patios atie STOOL 0.5 cb o4 ao ee bee a ee aS 5.50 
Owarbeoreiwaeiew ETOOL ayia. se ess evesiste nreraceie evs She oyKiee co 9 stu 5.50 
CULE LSL Ae LOM VE TOOL U. pra gis ehele 50.58 Sere Ss eke Sao ene 2 ein mike he 5. 50 
Era eile oO Me OME M@cna ? iene > alae < ems mele we weiss ne corte 85.00 
Pintle LOM LS OZUU  oeCOOL: ork. csr ciciie < elivela. ecelsgialclnaudin s,s 5ls 60.00 
FRAME eo Mean oO) are TO Olvw Gang teurcd. sue ate. & lee aaraeenete. vo ne eieedis 5, 3. 4 22.50 
eran Bie eee (nt Ob) ew Giice Be seldom sv esh etal be rkre oie Situs wueue rane 15.00 
Heise loops) MEMOOiL cis 4 chiaencisec oslo tens sue take tots od 20.00 
el eee LESSEN ONT LOO L! ea aie teneeig Siu and Wire aks lea. sie ate he wie, ay 12.50 
eee ree mnlariye Ol) IE TOOT Maen 1 wanes rape tot yo-exs srs oleae hilom be shel « teh an 12.50 
Pet et ae amma eter emer (srr 1A)'Q)) anole OG) Ne pcs nici cig Mal wipes wei, are WR aL 9) bo heNe Owes 20.00 
Eten Oem ens eee MO Ota ayia dina st ais oe aan nad: (pom py ahs neo eus 15.00 
Pee ee ee Oi POOL eee cht ak cur vdieo nt cidals te els canae ss ae 15.00 
Mama Clom (nc) MerOOlm ace. one ack = taps eterno ace ee 5 oem 25.00 
Ea emp Om (in eO ie ESTOOL, giiu slits cd leis alencce anetensises a eleuhle wate 30.00 
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Signed Pieces 


Extensive and sometimes acrimonious discussion was started through- 
out the country in 1909 when the first of the coins now known as Lincoln 
cents appeared in circulation and the initials of the eminent sculptor who 
had made the design, Mr. Victor D. Brenner, were found upon them, So 
much criticism followed the very natural act of the artist in signing his 
work that before the year was over new dies were prepared and the balance 
of the issue for 1909 and subsequent years to 1918 were struck without the 
offending letters V. D. B. Since 1918 the initials have been restored now 
appearing on the truncation of the bust. 

Perhaps some of those who condemned what they considered unwar- 
ranted seeking for fame were not aware that the Indian head cents which 





Obverse of signed dekadrachm of Svracuse. (Enlarged) 


were superseded by Mr. Brenner's design and which had been issued first 
in 1860 were also struck from signed dies. To be sure the signature, con- 
sisting of the single letter L is even more minute than the three initials 
were and is somewhat hidden among the ends of ribbon which tie the 
Indian’s feather head-dress, but it is there nevertheless and stands a tes- 
timony to the fact Longacre, chief engraver at the United States Mint had 
designed the piece. 

Indeed the practice of coin designers signing their products is by 
no means a modern one and both Mr. Longacre and Mr. Brenner have 
precedents for their action well established and many centuries old. 

One of the earliest coins upon which an artist’s signature appears is 
the silver tetradrachm of Syracuse issued about 415 B. C. This piece is a 
beautiful example of Greek die cutting at the period when all Greek art 
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was at its highest point of its development. The signature which is found 
sometimes on the obverse and sometimes on the reverse of the coin con- 
sists of the name Kimon either in whole or in part and this ancient Grecian 
artist, together with his colleague Evainetos, who worked at the same time 





Reverse of Syracusan dekadrachm 


in the Syracusan mint are considered to have been never excelled in pure 
beauty by later members of their craft. 

In the days since the two masters cut their dies for the coinage of the 
famous Sicilian city, the custom of coins bearing signatures has been a com- 
mon one and no European series is without many splendid examples of the 
die cutter’s art with the name of their designers stamped indelibly upon 
them. 

Fortunately for American artists the prejudice which resulted in the 
removal of Mr. Brenner’s initials from the cent, has not survived and the 
American coins of today all bear the signatures of the artists who created 
them. 
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Washington and Lincoln Items 


It seems appropriate in this issue of The Bulletin which appears in the 


month during which the birthday anniversaries of our two great presidents 
occur, to make a special offering of some interesting numismatie pieces 
which commemorate their noble careers. 


IN2 DD: 


Washington Cent. Laureated bust in uniform to left. Above 
WASHINGTON. Rev. The same bust with ONE CENT above. 
Coppers 0 VeLEY ZOO Gs Ur a eee ae err eee ee ee 


Washington Cent. Bust similar to last but smaller. Inscrip- 
tion. WASHINGTON & INDEPENDENCE. Date in exergue. 
Rey. Seated figure of Liberty holding olive branch. Inscrip- 
tion UNITHDASTATEHS .CODper Siingay ee eos 


Washington Cent. Original pattern in silver. Togated bust 
of Washington. Otherwise like last. Plain edge. Proof con- 
dition... “Hxcessinely. Tare: 7. son ee ee ee ee ore ete as ae 


Restrike in silver of the above piece. Corded edge. Proof. .. 


Washington Cent. Original of the above pieces in copper. 
Plain edge... (WIM G yc. coe alesse ii eee aretha ee ee es 


Restrike in copper of the above piece. Very fine. ........ 


Washington cent. Obverse like above. Rev. ONE CENT 
within a laurel wreath, Similar to reverses on early United 
States cents but inscription reads UNITY STATES OF 
AMERICA. Copper. Very MOO0 De fe ces cob eee oe 
Washington North Wales Half Penny, Military bust to left. 
Inscription, GEORGIUS WASHINGTON. Rev. per. Good, 
unusual condition for this piece. (This is one of the series 
of English 18th Century or Condor Tokens) ............. 


Washington Cent. Bust to right. Inscription GEORGE 
WASHINGTON, Rev. Radiate Liberty cap surrounded by 
stars. Inscription, SUCCESS TO THE UNITED STATES. 
Brass. SN Vered PING. Asin gis eine ta ieee ee yee ore 


Similar to last but smaller, Size of ten cent piece. Brass 
BILVONed:. SIDING: 9 Sek wng< peak enon lca Ok oa Ta ee cre ene 


Washington Cent. Military bust to left, Inscription WASH- 
INGTON PRESIDENT. Rev. Large heraldic eagle. Inscrip- 
LION ONE COMI: ‘Coppers Wine: 0... .s0ee Le eee 


Same as last but eagle on reverse is smaller. Copper. Very 
A018 0 ey ee Eo ae eee RPE ern hare. ten heist chr a 


Washington penny. Bust to left. Rev. A ship, Edge in- 
scribed PAYABLE IN ANGLESEY LONDON OR LIVER- 
POOL. -ACondor: tokens Copper, Pings. «ae 
Washington half penny. Bust to right. Rev. Eagle on 
shield of stars and stripes. Inscription, LIBERTY AND 
SECURITY. Edge inscribed SWANSEA and BIRMINGHAM. 
A Condor token. “Coppers ities s).5 et ae eee 


$ 2. 


10 


1 


a) 


.00 


.50 


. 00 


.00 


.50 


.00 


.00 


.00 
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1795 


Washington Half Penny. Bust to right. Inscription. G. 
WASHINGTON THE FIRM FRIEND TO PEACE AND 
HUMANITY. Rev. View of an open grate. Inscription 
PAYABLE BY CLARK & HARRIS 13 WORMWOOD ST. 
BISHOPGATE LONDON. Edge reeded diagonally. Copper. 
Eeerreninned-UTiminal Pred... ko. ss ket ae ta Gea ene ee 


Se Ghee CUE LEM TTT Boer ore reser. et eb Gs Me iy nec ey ay 


Same as last but edge inscribed PAYABLE AT LONDON 
LIVERPOOL OR BRISTOL. Unknown to Crosby with this 
SOR LOSOLLOLLOUse WOl ym One cre el= ssc ba a Wiss, or Goce tee eee dueceie s 


Washington Penny. Bust to left. Rev. Eagle on shield of 
stars and stripes. Inscription LIBERTY AND SECURITY. 
Milled horder. Edge inscribed AN ASYLUM FOR THE OP- 
PRESS’D OF ALL NATIONS. Copper. Uncirculated red. .. 


The same but without milled border, Very fine. ........ 


Washington Penny. Civilian bust to right. Rev. Concentric 
inscription in three lines. GENL. OF THE AMERICAN 
ARMIES 1775 RESIGNED THE COMMD 1783: ELECD 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 1789: RESIGNED 
THE PRASIDHNCY 1796. “Copper: Wine. ...-..-.:..0... 


Same as above instead of date (1796) below bust the 
following inscription in small letters. BORN FEB 11. 1732. 
DIHD DCS 2s 1799)" Gopper, “Very foods)... «5.520582 


(This piece and the one preceding were designed 
by the English engraver Wyon.) 


Washington Cent. Bust to left. Inscription GEO. WASH- 
INGTON BORN VIRGINIA Feb. 11, 1732. Rev. Inscription 
in ten lines). GENERAL OF THE AMERICAN ARMIES 
1775 RESIGNED 1783 PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
SA wpeEe oe CCOMDOl, SEINE So aa o alecch s piece acre eral eras 


(Note: These two pieces are interesting now since 
the inscriptions show them to have been issued pre- 
vious to the change in the calender which made the 
date of Washington’s birth February 22nd.) 


Silver Washington Funeral medal. Small bust surrounded 
by a laurel wreath. Inscription, HE IS IN GLORY, THE 
WORLD IS IN TEARS. Rev. A Funeral urn. Inscription 
Beilin Pee. Ay tA: (Dn he O08 bo Use As 289. Re 
"96 G. ARM. U. S. ’98. OB. D. 14. 1799 Holed and some- 
Witte Dit sa eA TAO lOCE:!  gil.e pie sk citi aout eo leeeote 1 


Fine portrait bust of Lincoln. Gold Lincoln Token. Size 


Gra cold dollar put thicker. UWuncireulated }.s. 250.5. 24.2 oes 


Lincoln Campaign medal. Bust of Lincoln to left. Inscription, 


LINCOLN & JOHNSON UNION CANDIDATES 1864. 

Rev. Small bust of Washington on a radiate star. In- 
scription FREEDOM TO ALL MEN UNION. Holed for 
suspension as always. Pewter. Very fine. .............. 


5.00 
2.50 


30.090 
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oO 
oS 
o”" S 


-1 


10.00 
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Face to Face 


“Still amorous and fond and billing, 
Like Philip and ‘Mary on a shilling.”’ 


(Hudibras; Part II, Canto 1) 


These words of the great satirist, Samuel Butler, have made famous 
a certain English silver coin which would have been notable even without 
such distinguished literary recognition because it displays a peculiarity of 
design found on no other British piece. It is the shilling of Queen Mary I, 
coined in 1555, the year after her marriage with Philip II, King of Spain 
and bears on the obverse effigies of the queen and her royal consort. Con- 





toman bronze of the Emperor Alexander Severus and his mother 


trary, however, to the practice usual in coins with more than one portrait, 
the two heads face each other, thus presenting somewhat the appearance 
suggested by the lines quoted. Apparently this arrangement was not well 
received for other coins of Philip and Mary have the portraits on opposite 
sides. 

After Mary’s death, Philip remarried and issued coins as Count of 
Zeeland with his own portrait now facing that of his third wife, Elizabeth 
of Valois. This might be considered evidence that the Spanish king, well 
known to have been of a suspicious nature, desired to keep an eye on his 
wives, numismatically at least, throughout his varied matrimonial career. 
As a matter of fact, however, Philip was following the best of precedents 
and vis-a-vis portraits are found on some of the moneys of the Roman 
Empire. A very handsome example is the first brass here shown 
which was struck during the reign of Alexander Severus, Emperor of 
Rome from 222 A. D. to 235 A. D. It bears a very striking representation 
of the young ruler facing an equally interesting one of his mother, Julia 
Mameea, who was so closely associated with him during all his life and 
shared his fate when he was assassinated by mutinous troops in Gaul, 
whence he had gone to resist a threatened barbarian invasion from Germany. 
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After the fall of Rome, the Visigothic Kings who ruled in southern 
France and northern Spain from 415 A. D. to 711 A. D. also struck coins 
with facing portraits, thus, perhaps, introducing to the people of the 





Gold escudo of Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain 


Iberian peninsula the type which, though never common, sometimes has 
appeared on Spanish coins. King Philip’s great-grandparents, Ferdinand and 
Isabella, patrons of Columbus, when their marriage had united the states 
of Aragon and Castile and thus laid the foundations for the Kingdom of 
Spain, issued the gold escudo here shown, with facing portraits. 
The custom thus revived was not only continued upon occasional coins 
struck under Spanish influence but is also found on some German pieces. 
Still, as has been said, it never became a very general usage and pieces of 
this type are always interesting. 
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Special List of Foreign Gold Coins 





NOTE:—None of these coins can be sent on approval. 
Check, Money order or Cash must accompany 
order. If The coin is not satisfactory it may be 
returned and the price will be immediately re- 
funded. 

1852 Australia. 2 pounds. Adelaide mint. Lightly struck at one 
euge: but extremely ne, x. 5.050 ares eee, «ole oes eee 
1834. Bolivia. 2 escudos;, ix. fines eo eo nee ee ees ee ee 
LSoo iBolivias d-escudos:. ix: fines Raved 2245. owen ee eee 
L356: Bolivia. 1 -escudos> Nx dine: Ware: 2.53. ees eee eee 
Tete) brazil... 4-000. reish UnGireculaten, kisses pie a oeeks ee rae 
1818: - Brazile / U6) dOWwblOOn. “Wee fs 2e8 eens aie we ee ees 
nae I Degen Dee LOO UM ty Cae BG eins eR Re me Wy AAR eT ah cat Oy 
LT Lome POraAzil: .2. 000) (TeIs< UMNGCLT ee ceate re eee tn ee Rene 
VS 2r BPaZ le to GODTAS His Who parcel cy ene wearer ty eee carn coerce ome eee 
180b. (Brazile Se; COODTA. meee. oe a aravs Hesse 
LAG Se orazrile 1. Os 0 U0 ePelsse tim. acre ratte wet ae) he en ene ee 
26. srazitoe 2 O00. 07 reais. ie fs Pe ree a has fo, eu ee ee 
LS Oa) NOME 24 ORCI OS: SER Lue Lalas ests uct ees one teak cesar eee ee 
Miepe. “OM A (6sewdos! Biss Lon cae sact so career a. emacrc.s eee oe canter ee 
Veo4s Chill, 2 (6s8eudos:: He. ToGo uae eee Gee ere cee 
LESSvy Dl 2. (eseud os; ies To “ace 5 bck aie cee Serene at ues eno nian 
Le26)° COlOMmDIa.. IL GSCUdO, (Hie. on eps. sie sly eter ame rea we eee teeta 
Loco solonrbis., 2. doblado, Ws. tae. coach oe ee 
Ds34 --Colombla. Li “peso. Tie. Tonk ses Pe eerie 2 Ree ee eee 
1841 Costa Rica. 1 escudo. Countermarked. Ex. f. ........... 
L336: “Costa mica, 2 ascudo: Wf. f.. cake eee ee ee 
1842 Costa Rica. 1 escudo. Emergency piece. Ex. f. .......... 
LO ding PASE Deis ATOLL DMBO, — OO. Ge leis 55 perc tenn al oan eee dae ta ane eae ea 
Looe . Danish West Indiga. 4 dealers Wr mnie on cos ake it anise eee 
N. D. England. 20 shillings gold of Charles I. FWime, .......... 
1695 England. 1 guinea. William III. Very fine. ............ 
L714 oEneland. 1. 2uinea, Annes Very ner soe ao eieic ore oe 
1868 England. Pattern double florin in gold. Proof. Ex. rare. 
EO GILMItian. Sy -tlOvi. She. LING) a steep eet iene ee ee 
L499o Wiennerd$ Tuducat, Pane. oo nc. v5 kn rises ak eee an ee ee eee 
1650) .Wrance, Lotis d'or. Louis XIV, Very fine, Joc os ww oie ee 
1769 France. Louis d’or. Louis XV. Rare type. Very good. ...... 
Li3o) Wrance:"Double lowis “d'or, Very f1nGies cc <a ene ee 
TOG Pree Lore. UGE te lIvG.: a), arin lence eesue oivk ola ict wise nere tate ECE 
1915 German: Hast Atrica; 16 rupees. Une: 25... ose) «slr 
1885 India. Double mohur. William III. Lion and palm tree on 
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India. Mohur. Victoria. Proof surface. .......... 
India. % Mohur. Victoria. Proof surface. ........ 
India. British East India Co. mohur for Bengal. 
INSGRIOCIOM Cor amie NPOOL, stity sista s/s fa Sheree a ts 


DeLana Oo etree MOLY e MNO. x: arly ane 4s suede elere ev aod 
Macedonia. Stater of Alexander the Great, Fine. .. 


INOTOLMNE SN.) GUCGAte TUX, (UNG, .6 eee oe, be ales 
INOUGUITiMOt nls CUGA tem BIT Ae@ ay fh, acd-Sq) ears) owen saab, 


NER Nae ChUNG abet Wiel onc) crt. saw Sac ca aye eed aiel ane vs 
Papal States. 1 ducat. Pope Alexander VI. Very f. .. 


Renee meee ORD ic. Vitel Saran sters Shere css ofc e atecwie wesc e iw ® 
Persia, .b tomans. .(Small size), Wx. fo secs. ee 
Persiae o tomans,. (large 8170) V. f. .. eee ness eons 
PGretace OMmLOMIAIIE.) LNG. oly cces 6 gins mrp aces flue ce eons 


Pepi sOnemuone Hit. ull O.e sr ele anana.e)s)o 0: ¥ie oie, elu yd 
PATE ORCA CLOVE MRE Re UIE) ty arena vies ¥. oie daicete wary ae cene Ce 
Peri sOSCuGos. Tks TING, oe sls cw ote oa tee ne pee 


POW cL ONl DLOON ee IMs, Souk Si gsate iw wodinie ass 
POLLNe A ee OOD LOOM, MLIMGs) a. ct. cic) cop so 8 ane. escn-eee, oes 
Pore Vem COMO LOOM. UME) esr. 6 6 cise 5 xm obs ss 


iseborksnog kee Mig Nea l:h (ey cy dehy Oran eae aoa ee ea a ee 


MS SE BES Sag bunts te B53 les So ea ai ea ie eR as 
RUSS TTL es” I Este clans ar Va eos cc Wis: Soe where SS she 


SCL TIM UPVC Y seek Ce RT eee CEL eCard ag vastetehe. ute ev aeuarteie «rast wie 
Se eT ei! 1A Teys ICs ete bce as seveis @ tls Wes else 


Sl veoween PaMeLULO rh Gel BR he We glee lcs a Sacer ga ia catel vc. Srohiay ahierens 
SHU ukte Ura ue ee ah cl ORR re eee ea pe ee 
SPaAll ee TOGIAIMALIOM gold peso. UNC. -.4.+6c00%+08.- 


SS WCCO rome i CITC eeN eRe Rech cml cesirs! gee aed, «le ialle, Varela wee ee ar ehs 
Rees CLT) ame oy im ee LON rg ees ce ee ee ie en evs Coren ey ash css a Rec toue. 


SWitsZell an me eaten WILCe 6, 61c ce a6 0 «cles s © sielele 
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English Farthings 


For many years after the Norman Conquest in 1066, the coin of the 
smallest denomination issued in England was the silver penny. For trans- 
actions involving values of less than a penny, it became the practice to 
cut pennies into halves and quarters. The smaller of these pieces were 
known as farthings, derived from the Saxon word for a fourth. Toward 
the end of the thirteenth century silver coins of one farthing value were is- 
sued by certain mints and they continued to appear occasionally there- 
after, but it was not until the reign of King James I (1603-1625) that cop- 
per farthings were issued, under the authority of a royal grant made to 
John, Lord Harrington of Exton. Similar pieces were issued during the 
reign of Charles I, King James’ son and successor. These coins were tiny 
bits of metal, so small and fragile that they must have been a great nuisance 
to handle. During the time of the Commonwealth and the Lord Protector- 
ship of Oliver Cromwell no copper was coined, but with the restoration of the 
monarchy and the accession to the throne of Charles II the issue of copper 
farthings was renewed. They were now of more substantial size and bore 
designs that have remained essentially the same to the present day. A pro- 
file portrait of the reigning monarch is on the obverse and the seated figure 
of Britannia on the reverse. The Britannia on the coins of Charles II was 
supposed, erroneously to have been a portrait of the king’s favorite, the beau- 
tiful Duchess of Richmond. 

A series of farthings clearly shows one peculiarity which has been a fea- 
ture of English coinage for a long time. That is the custom of reversing the 
king’s head on the coins of each succeeding reign. Thus the farthings of 
George I have the head facing to the right; those of George II, to the left; 
George III, to the right and so on, 

As has been said these farthings are of copper and this is the metal that 
has been employed customarily until the substitution for it, during Queen 
Victoria’s time of the copper alloy, bronze, but under Charles II and again 
during the reigns of Queen \Mary II and her husband King William III there 
were brief exceptions to this custom and farthings were minted of tin and 
pewter. Some of these had a small copper plug inserted in them, perhaps to 
indicate that they represented a value in that metal. These pieces are not 
commonly found in fine condition and the common farthing of Queen Anne, 
the last of the Stuart monarchs, issued in 1714 is quite rare. 
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1850 Three cent piece. Silver. Obv. Liberty Cap. A-W 110. Proof $ 10 
1851 One cent piece. White metal. Obv. Seated Liberty as on silver 

colns of the period. A-W 149. Rarity 8 ...........s.e.«+ee- 20 
1854 One cent piece. Similar to regular issue of the same year but 

without stars on the obverse. Copper. A-W 187. Dulled proof 5 
1854 One cent piece. Oby. Flying eagle. Copper. A-W 189. Proof .. 15 
1855 One cent piece. Like last. Copper. A-W 197. Proof ......... Le 
1855 One cent piece. Like last. Copper-nickel. A-W 199 ......... 12 
1855 One cent piece. Like last. Bronze. A-W. 200 .............. B. 
1856 Half cent piece. Similar to regular issue but copper-nickel. 

ACN moe LL they O Otmrcn befucier Sgrec nes oi cee ivowich outhele Poe 15 
1858 One cent piece. Oby. Smal] flying eagle. Copper-nickel, A-W. 

CARS TeaYefenes o. 2 a a iie cece Serer Cee Ore A Pea aire eee eee eee nee ey oie 5 
1859 One cent piece. Like regular Indian head issue. Copper-nickel. 

PNENINE RUS OF ONE BC alte 7 ee a ae ROP a eee ee erry 3 
(1859) Double eagle in copper. A-W. 278. Rarity 12 ............ 22 
Lela ncOppere A-VWiooee DL Ulled DrOOL.. 24.6 as.c<7e x ss + 40% 10 
SG Hacioun copper. A-W. o40. Dulled (proof 4... ..ce sess 12 
1861 Half dollar. Like regular issue but in copper. A-W. 348 .... 10. 
Pabeeeoaele in copper, A-W.oo0. Dulled-proof . 2.2.62 es we ws te 7 
imoeenacle in copper: A-w, o66. Dulled prool ....5..5040. <0. i 
1863 Ten cent piece. Inscription, EXCHANGED FOR U. S. NOTES 

POSTAGE CURRENCY. Aluminum. A-W. 381. Rarity. 9. 

CU ee I, PRN Caley Or he Ne ayy 2s ay ag Savraatin ete Gnu w ah or ey byt, wml as 5. 
1863 Ten cent piece. Like last but one quarter silver and three 

duarters copper, A-W 384. Prook ...i icc e nerves eee senns Big 
1863 Ten cent piece. Like last but tin with 3% of copper. Proof .. aye 
1863 Three cent piece. Type of large cent. Copper. A-W 396. Proof Los 
1863 Two cent piece. Similar to regular issue. Copper. A-W 412. 


Specially Priced United States Pattern and 
Experimental Coins 


(Numbered according to Adams and Woodin) 
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1863 
1863 
1863 


1864 
1865 


1865 
1865 


1865 


1865 


1865 


1868 


1868 


1869 


1869 


1869 


1869 


Two cent piece. Like last but bronze. A-W. 414. Proof 


One cent piece. Regular dies. Copper. A-W 423. Proof 


One cent piece. Regular dies. Reeded edge. Copper-nickel. 
A-W. 425. Rarity 12. Proof 


hk eee S «says an a fee) Kee ae SAR Leice slmki tel oe on ie 


Two cent piece. Copper nickel. A-W 453. Rarity 10. Proof . 
Quarter Dollar. Paquet’s design. Copper. A-W 504. Proof ... 
Three cent piece. Regular dies. Copper. A-W 514. Proof .... 


Three cent piece. Similar to regular type. Bronze. A-W 518. 
Proof . 


Two cent piece. Regular dies. Copper nickel. A-W. 521. Proof 
RRATICY: L858 ak Ree Bee Sa ecg ee eee a a tcl aT 
Two cent piece. Regular dies on thin planchet made of silver 
and copper rolled together both metals showing. Said to have 
been struck from native Michigan ore. A-W. 522. Rarity 13. 
POG coger ¥arre & GS 0. cictal dhe abpeman aid eee ee ea ene, See ape meee ae 
One cent piece. Similar to regular issue. Pure nickel. A-W 
OPS. TOOL, sRGVERy Ia oe. ic.c sb eicetieabade el ot oan cee ee ee 
Five cent piece. Similar to regular issue. Pure nickel. A-W. 
TW CL) ag <p 0 [ok le a PRM peny Rarer are een, ry pu PUL ani ag aie Arias Rye 


Five cent piece. Longacre design. Aluminum. A-W 630. Proof 


Three cent piece. Similar to regular dies. Pure nickel. A-W. 
TP Fa od iy 0 10) aaa Pere nm ey er, Re co gL rae ER ee eae eer ie en 
Three cent piece. Similar to regular dies. Pure nickel. A-W 
By tet O Olas cx aA. Rix fs eee Fa ne ie Ee RIS tie eae tee 
One cent piece. Type of regular three cent piece. Nickel. 
A-W 700. Proof.. 


6 2% OW ee Se Br Oe ow 8, em ee Sl EU) 6) OS Ae © BS Soe ae 


Five cent piece, Type of nickel three cent pieces. Nickel A-W 
803. Proof 


One cent piece. Like last. Nickel. A-W 824. Proof 


OE ee Ke 


NOTE:—tThe last three pieces will be sold as a set for $12.50. 
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Gobrecht Pattern Dollars 


The silver dollar, one of the coins originally authorized by Congress, 
was not struck at all in the years between 1804 and 1840. Toward the end 
of this period began an insistent demand that the coinage of our American 
unit piece in silver be resumed and in preparation for this Congress in 1837 
passed a law making some minor changes in the standard weight for these 
pieces by reducing the amount of alloy to be used in their composition. 

As a result of this alteration and in anticipation of the resumption of the 
coinage, a number of dies were prepared in the mint at Philadelphia and 
pattern pieces from these dies were struck in both copper and silver. These 
now form one of the most interesting, and incidentally, one of the most cost- 
ly, groups in the American numismatic series. 

They were designed by Christian Gobrecht, assistant designer at the 
mint. The obverse was suggested to him by a Philadelphia artist whose 
original drawing is still in existence. Gobrecht, a master craftsman, work- 
ing from this drawing lost nothing of the original in cutting his dies and in- 
deed, perhaps added something to it. Certainly he produced one of the most 
effective and striking designs ever seen on American coins and it survived 
for many on the subsequent silver issues. It is a dignified and effective fig- 
figure of Liberty seated, holding erect a pole surmounted by a liberty cap. 
Of this obverse there were four dies used to strike patterns, differing 
slightly in detail, three of them dated 1838 and the fourth dated 1839. 

For a reverse with these was used a design of a flying eagle either in a 
plain field or in a circle of stars. 

The dies were variously combined in striking the patterns and pieces 
were struck with both plain and reeded edges in silver and in copper. Al- 
together there seem to have been twenty varieties of these interesting pieces, 
which are really the first pattern United States coins if we do not count cer- 
tain experimental pieces struck at the very beginning of the mints opera- 
tions. 

They are of the greatest rarity, only two pieces of some of them being 
known to exist and there is one variety which is represented by a single 
known specimen. Naturally then the possession of one or more Gobrecht 
pattern dollars marks a collector as being among the elite. 











